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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Vision Statement 

We are a community of faith that seeks to connect 
people with Jesus Christ and each other, to grow 
in the habits of Jesus and to serve others in the 

Spirit of Jesus. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICE 
  January 3, 2016 

Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford will preach and preside over 
communion, bringing us an Epiphany message.  Rev. 
Lisa Kruse-Safford is a dynamic preacher and the Rock-
ford District Superintendent.  

Opportunity To Be A Blessing 
The sign up sheets for the 2016 Radio and 
Flower Ministries are posted outside the 
sanctuary.  Thank you to those who have 

already committed sponsorship and to those 
that will consider sponsoring these special 

ministries in the next year! 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 
Wednesday, December 30th     
No Youth group tonight. See you at the lock-in 
on Friday. 
 

Winter Break Lock-In     
Friday, January 1st    6:00pm—Saturday, January 2nd 7:00am 

On Friday, January 1st, we are having our 
Winter Break  Lock-In at the Hayes’ in Stew-
ard.  The lock-in begins at 6:00pm  and ends 
the following day at 7:00am.  The cost is $5 
per person or $7 per family. 
 

Join us in Hicks Hall for fellowship fol-

lowing this service. Today’s snacks are 

provided by Pete & Gayle Fader in  

celebration of their 50th anniversary.   

 

Flower Ministry is  sponsored today 
by Pete & Gayle Fader in celebration 
of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

      The  Radio Ministry is  given by                                   
 Joyce Hall and family  
        in loving memory of Bud Hall. 

 
 

Prayers of Gratitude 
Last week’s Christmas play & participants 

 
 
******************************************************* 

Prayers of Concern 
Maribeth Frooman (Chris Watson’s aunt) 
Shirley Haas 

Wednesday Night Dinners will re-
sume on Wednesday, January 20, 

2016.  If any groups or families are 
interested in helping with a 

Wednesday Night Dinner in 2016, 
please contact Dianne Jenner.   

God, grant that I may never live to be useless. 

   ~John Wesley 

Congratulations to  
Wayne and RoseAnne Kersten  
who will be celebrating their 
65th Wedding Anniversary on  

Wednesday, December 30, 
2015. 



open hearts… 

   open minds… 

      open doors... 

First Sunday After Christmas 
December 27, 2015  

709 Fourth Avenue    Rochelle, IL    61068     
P: 815-562-2164 F: 815-562-6770 

www.rochelleumc.com 

 

December 27, 2015      Order of Worship    
  

Prelude  “The Shepherds’ Christmas” 

    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” 
 

 

Gather 

*Opening Carols #234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (v. 1, 6) 

#220 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (v. 1, 2, 4) 

*Opening Prayer 

*Passing the Peace 

Hymn of Preparation  #191 “Jesus Loves Me”  

(You may be seated, as the children come forward during the hymn 

for the Children’s Message)  

Children’s Message 

Joys and Concerns 

The Silence/ Pastoral Prayer/ *The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Listen 

Carol  #245 “The First Noel”  (v. 1, 6) 

Gospel Reading John 1:1-14 (NRSV) 

 Liturgist  Mark Ackland 

Message   “This is Where Our Story Begins”     

   Rev. Rob Hamilton  

 

Respond 

Offertory “Ave Maria” 

*Doxology #95  

*Prayer of Dedication   

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

We celebrate an open table: Regardless of your background, if 

you’re seeking to love Jesus as best you can, you are wel-

come to come. Small children may participate at the discretion 

of their parents, or they may come forward for a blessing from 

Pastor Rob.  Gluten-free elements are also available from the 

station attended by our Pastor.  

 

Engage 

*Closing Carols #250  “Once in Royal David’s City” 

    #251  “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” 

*Parting Blessing 

Postlude  “Fantasy on Christmas Carols”  

*Please Stand 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 
 

JOHN 1:1-14 NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION  

 
The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 

Benevolent Fund 

As you leave Communion, you’ll find baskets available 

for your donations to our  Benevolent Fund. The fund 

helps area residents with food, utilities, medicines, and 

other assistance. Many in Rochelle rely on this congre-

gation’s generosity, but please know you never have to 

give to receive the Sacrament. Jesus has already paid 

that price. 


